Dear [Supervisor's Name],
I am writing to request your approval to attend the New York School Nutrition Association’s 2026 Legislative Action Conference (LAC26), which includes a virtual component on January 22, 2026, and an in-person event in Albany, NY on January 27, 2026. These events are critical opportunities to engage with policymakers, learn about key legislative priorities for school nutrition, and advocate directly with New York State legislators during NYSNA’s lobby day on January 26th.
The conference will focus on two crucial advocacy priorities:
· Sustaining Healthy School Meals for All
The statewide Healthy School Meals for All program, implemented in the 2025–26 budget, must be sustained in order to ensure all students continue to receive nutritious meals at no cost. Continued funding will maintain equitable access, reduce administrative burden, eliminate unpaid meal debt, and support stronger student health and academic performance.
· Modernizing and expanding the NY 30% Program
NYSNA, in alignment with statewide partners, is advocating for a tiered reimbursement model that rewards incremental levels of New York–grown purchasing rather than relying on a single 30% threshold. A tiered structure would expand eligibility, reduce the program’s administrative burden, and ensure more schools can meaningfully participate while strengthening markets for New York farmers.
LAC26 offers a range of invaluable sessions and experiences, such as:
· Advocacy training tailored to New York’s school nutrition programs, equipping us to effectively champion our district’s needs.
· Updates on state-level legislative and regulatory developments affecting school nutrition.
· Scheduled meetings with New York State Senators and Assembly Members to discuss the importance of school meal programs and secure their support.
· The opportunity to earn CEUs contributing toward NYSNA’s professional development programs and USDA Professional Standards, which are essential for our team’s growth.
Attending LAC26 would enable me to bring back critical insights and advocacy strategies to strengthen our school nutrition program, ensuring we remain aligned with state priorities and well-prepared to serve our students and community.
Thank you for considering my request. I am eager to represent our district at LAC26 and return with tools and knowledge to further our program’s success.
Sincerely,
[Your Name]

